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ALT Michael Spibey &{S

In January, | attended a Dondoyaki for the first time with my family. The New Year’ s
decorations and the previous year’ s good luck charms are burnt to pray for good luck in the
coming year at these events. There were two bonfires, so we placed our charms on one ready
for them to be burnt and went and drank a delicious cup of non-alcoholic sweet sake
(amazake). While the first fire was lit everyone gathered to receive gifts such as snacks, mikan
oranges and tissue packs, they were thrown into the crowd. This mikan-nage (throwing mikan)
is an exciting way to receive the gifts and you have to be quick! After that the second fire,
which our charms were on, was lit, it also had a Daruma on the top, another symbol of good
luck. Warming in the light of the fire or touching the smoke is said to rejuvenate you and
improve your luck for the coming year. Some people were also using long sticks to cook
dango over the fire for good health. It is an event | haven’ t seen before, so it was very
interesting for me to see it. | hope everyone has a healthy and luck filled year.
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