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ALT Michael Spibey &5

With the beautiful summer weather, hot days and warm evenings,
| have once again been able to enjoy some fantastic events. First,
| attended the Koshiomoto festival again this year with my
daughter. The older children worked hard to push the omikoshi, a
portable shrine. While my daughter was able to enjoy riding in the
Dashi, a festival float, and play the drum. The route was different
this year than last and | think it was uphill a lot more which made
it very tiring to push the shrine and the float. But everyone did a
great job, and we were able to stop at places along the way to
enjoy delicious food and drinks to refresh ourselves before the
next push. When we arrived at the local shrine at last, we felt a
sense of unity.

Other summer events have included the bazaars at the roadside
station Oze Katashina. Many local people sold creative food or
other goods and there were games for the children to play to try
to win prizes. My daughter enjoyed the ring toss very much and
got snacks. The people at the bazaars looked like they were having fun communicating with each
other. There was also entertainment by the local drum group Oze Taiko and dancing to watch. They
were very energetic performances under the shining blue sky in summer.
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