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ALT Michael Spibey &

During July there was Tanabata, the Star Festival. It is based on a legend of the celestial couple

Hikoboshi, a cowherd, and Orihime, a weaving princess. Orihime was a daughter of the Heavenly King

and allowed to marry Hikoboshi but was forced to return to her home because her discontinuation

of weaving after the marriage angered the king, who then allowed her to meet him only once a year.

They are represented by the stars Altair and Vega in the Summer Triangle since the milky way runs

between them in the night sky. The couples’ wish to meet again was answered so people write

wishes and hang them on bamboo. My daughters wrote their wishes, and | hope they come true for

them. While we don’ t have a festival like this in the U.K., the summer solstice is celebrated by some

at Stonehenge, in particular druids gather there although anyone is welcome. Druidism was believed

by the Celts and is similar to Shinto in Japan they both celebrate nature and gods in places and

things. During the gathering at Stonehenge, they watch the sun rise on the longest day of the year.

The sun rises behind a stone outside of the circle and its first rays shine into the heart of

Stonehenge. It’ s amazing that it was able to be built this way since it is over 4500 years old. | have

not been before, but | would like to be able to sometime to see it since I’ ve heard it is a unique
experience.
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