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ALT Michael Spibey &S

On a beautiful summer’ s day my daughter and | signed up to help the Oze Katashina Zero
Carbon Park Committee remove some invasive plants from near the Katashina River. The
plants were Coreopsis lanceolata and they are in the top 100 worst invasive species in Japan
list. They outcompete native plants and take their resources, so they have to be removed. We
had to make sure to remove the roots of the plants too, so they don’ t regrow, but they also
have beautiful orange flowers, so we picked them while removing the plants. It was a hot and
humid day; however we were able to remove a lot of the plants, and my daughter and her
friend enjoyed cutting the flowers off very much. After we finished removing the plants, we
went to the Katashina village office and used the flowers to dye cloth bags an orange colour.
There were also other flowers to use in red and blue to make our own patterns on the bags.
To make the bags we placed the petals on one half and then folded the bag and wrapped it
tight. The bags were then steamed for 1 hour. When we opened the bags, they were stained
in wonderful patterns, and we washed the petals off. We can now enjoy using the bags. It was
a fun day, but we could also work hard to help the local environment and native plant species.
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