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ALT Michael Spibey &S

Summer has ended and the cold air has come but in
September whilst the nights were a little warmer it was moon
watching season. And at the end of September, we had a big,
beautiful full moon. Although it was a little cloudy, | was able to
see the moon clearly. Katashina has a very clear sky which
makes moon viewing and stargazing very easy to see. It’ s
very different from being in a city with a lot of light pollution. |
think stargazing is popular around the world, but moon
viewing is not so popular, and many countries don’ t have a
moon viewing festival like Japan. For example, in the U.K. most
people only look at the moon if it is a special type, such as a
supermoon, which is not very often. Otsukimi is the name of
the festival in Japan. Usually an offering of dango, some other
seasonal foods and pampas grass are made to the moon to
pray for a good harvest. Whilst in Japan and other parts of
Asia the full moon is seen as good luck, in some other cultures
it is seen as bad luck and a cause of madness in people, and
in Europe and America it’ s associated with werewolves!
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